
can purchase 

 

Do I Have Lead Pipes in my Home? 
 
 
 

Locate your water meter & find your pipe. 
Is it metal  or  plastic? 

 

  

YOUR PIPES ARE 
MADE OF PLASTIC 
If you want to confirm 

you don’t have metal 

fittings for your plastic 

pipe, you can 

purchase a lead 

test to confirm. 

 
 

YOUR PIPES ARE PROBABLY 
GALVANIZED STEEL 

However, if there is rust in your pipes, they 

can trap metal, like lead, inside the pipe. 

If you want to confirm you don’t have lead 

fittings or solder for your steel pipe, you can 
purchase a lead test to  confirm. 

 
 

YOU HAVE 
LEAD PIPES 

You  can purchase a 
lead test to confirm. 

 
 
 
 

  

YES NO 

YOUR PIPES ARE PROBABLY 
GALVANIZED STEEL 

However, if there is rust in your pipes, they 

can trap metal, like lead, inside the pipe. 

If you want to confirm you don’t have lead 

fittings or solder for your steel pipe, you 
 a lead test to confirm. 

 

 

  

YOUR PIPES MAY BE 
MADE OF COPPER 

If you want to confirm you 

don’t have lead fittings 

or solder for your copper 

pipe, you can purchase a 
lead test to confirm. 

 
 
 

 
COLOR KEY: 

Were your pipes hard to scratch? 

NO 
Soft Metal 

Easy to scratch 

 

 
YES 

Hard Metal 
Hard to scratch 

 
YES 

 
 
 
 
 

NO 

 
 
 
 
 

 

YOU MIGHT 
HAVE LEAD 
PIPES 

You  can purchase a 
lead test to confirm. 

 

 PLASTIC     COPPER     GALVANIZED  STEEL   LEAD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You can also purchase 
at-home lead tests for 
pipes, paint, and other 
household surfaces. 

EPA-recognized 3M Lead Check 

Swabs  are activated by crushing 

the liquid barrel in the swab pen, 

shaking and squeezing the liquid to 

the tip of the pen, and rubbing the 

pen on the surface you are testing. 

If the tip turns red or pink, your pipe 

is made of lead. 

You can find this product and other 

brands at Home Depot, Walmart, 

and other retailers. 

Easy to use. 

Recommended to test your pipes 

and other surfaces for lead. 

 

2. 

SCRATCH TEST 
Use a key or a coin to scratch the pipe. 

What color does the pipe  turn? 

MAGNET TEST 
for soft metal 

Does a magnet stick to the pipe? 

3. 

MAGNET TEST 
for hard metal 

Does a magnet stick to the pipe? 
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HAVE 
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or  

COPPER 
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1. 
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